Video Notes: Shot That Started the Great War
· In June 1914 Europe was a tinder box waiting for a spark that could ignite it into war.
· On June 28, 1914 an assassin tried to kill the Archduke Franz Ferdinand and failed.

· In May 1910 at the funeral of King Edward VII Europe was at peace- uniformed emperors, kings, and heads of states gathered to pay their respects.

· Russia, Great Britain, and France were united in the idea of protecting their interests and territories. In between them were Germany and the Austro-Hungarian Empires, which wanted to expand and dreamt of European domination.

· By 1914 Europe was in the midst of its first arms race.

· Franz Joseph ruled Austria-Hungary for 66-years from Vienna. He held his empire together through force.

· After his son committed suicide, Franz-Joseph named his nephew Franz Ferdinand to be his successor to the throne. Franz Ferdinand did not like Vienna and wanted to live in a castle near Prague.

· Franz Ferdinand met Kaiser Wilhelm of Germany who believed in an alliance between the two powers. The two pursued politics and went hunting. Franz Ferdinand was an avid hunter and his trophies lined his castle.
· Serbia was a thorn in the empires side because it was determined to create its own large Slavic Empire.

· Earlier Austria-Hungary annexed the neighboring Bosnia-Herzegovina. This thwarted Serbia’s plan.

· A secret underground organization called the “Black Hand” developed. It demanded loyalty or death and hoped to free Serb brothers from Austro-Hungarian domination and to pursue the Slavic Empire through violent terrorist attacks.

· Franz-Ferdinand was a main target because he was heir to the Austro-Hungarian Empire.

· Franz-Ferdinand was also a medieval collector and displayed his collection in his castle.

· Franz-Ferdinand planned to personally inspect military drills near Sarajevo as Inspector General of the Armed Forces.

· When the Black Hand learned of Franz Ferdinand’s planned visit to Sarajevo they planned his assassination. Two of the key members were Nedeljko Cabrinovic and Gavrilo Princip. Both were young and poverty stricken and saw they chance to rid Serbia of their biggest enemy.

· Franz Joseph warned Franz Ferdinand of the dangers of assassination in Sarajevo but did not dissuade him from going there.

· Franz Joseph was not pleased with Franz Ferdinand because he married Sophia, a mere lady in waiting out of love and not royalty.

· Franz Joseph reluctantly agreed to the marriage but only if Sophie and her children would decline any future titles of royalty.

· Neither man would forgive or forget the disputes between them.

· Ferdinand said marrying Sophie was the most intelligent thing he did.

· Sophie wanted to accompany Ferdinand to Sarajevo but they would leave their children at home.

· The Black Hand mapped out the route of the open-aired car that would carry Ferdinand and Sophie through Sarajevo.

· In the days before the Sarajevo trip Ferdinand relaxed in the company of the Kaiser Wilhelm and solidified the alliance with Germany against Serbia.

· Right before the trip Sophie feared danger but refused to leave her husband’s side.

· The Black Hand members made their way to Sarajevo with guns, bombs, and cyanide (in case they failed).

·  Preparations were underway for the event of the year at Sarajevo. There were decorations everywhere. The parade route was publicized on billboards.
· The Bosnia governor was in charge of security and protection was in the hands of a small police force since the army was drilling.

· June 25, 1914 Ferdinand and Sophie arrived at the Hotel Bosnia outside of Sarajevo. They made visits to orphanages and schools and churches. He also inspected the troops that were drilling. After a few days he was pleased at what he saw and sent the emperor a telegram stating his pleasure.

· On June 28, 1914 Ferdinand and Sophie set off for Sarajevo. The date was not a good date for Serbs. It was the anniversary of when the Turks conquered the Slavs. Now new rulers came to boast their powers.

· 6 assassins took their positions on either side of the road. Before the assassination Cabrinovic stopped by a photography shop to have his photo taken (with a bomb in his pocket and a Serb nationalist document in his hand).

· At 10:15 Cabrinovic threw a bomb in the road near the bridge but it did not meet its target. Two officers and a lady in waiting were injured but Ferdinand and Sophie were unharmed. The car quickly drove off towards the city hall.

· Cabrinovic jumped into the river to try and escape. When he realized he was going to be captured he swallowed the cyanide.

· The royal couple arrived at the city hall and prepared to receive them. Nobody told him about what happened and he began to give a speech about how excited the city was to receive them. Ferdinand cut him off and told him that someone threw a bomb at him.

· Cabrinovic cyanide failed and he was dragged away.

· Because the troops were not in proper uniforms they were not called in. The governor thought the crowds were not a threat.

· Ferdinand decided to go back through the city to the hospital to visit the injured and they changed the route to avoid the narrow streets.

· Nobody informed the driver of the change in route and he headed back through the narrow and crowded streets of the city, right where the Black Hand was waiting for them.

· Gavrilo Princip saw his chance, stepped forward, and shot at Ferdinand and Sophie. Ferdinand’s dying words were to his wife “Sophie, live for our children,” but she died as well.

· Princip was dragged away by police.

· Ferdinand was struck in the neck and died 10-minutes later.

· The Emperor showed little reaction to his nephew’s murder. There was no state funeral and no investigation into the failed security. He saw the incident as the perfect excuse to absorb Serbia.

· The Emperor sent an ultimatum to Serbia and when they refused he declared war on Serbia on July 28, 1914.

· The Russian czar reacted against the declaration and Russia began mobilizing its troops against Austria-Hungary as the czar planned to help his fellow Slavs.

· The German Kaiser demanded that Russia demobilize. When the czar refused, Germany declared war on Russia.

· Germany declared war against Russia’s ally France on August 3, 1914.

· On August 4, 1914 Germany marched through Belgium towards France without permission. Britain was drawn into the war because it was sworn to protect Belgium.

· There was now no avoiding full-scale war.

· Ferdinand and Sophie’s deaths sparked a world war.

· The Black Hand members were tried and executed and none showed any regret.

· 12-million died in the First World War.

· After the war the state of Yugoslavia was created.

· Outside the spot of the assassination there is a memorial for Gavrilo Princip.
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